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A word from our Bishop: Mercy Leads 
Read: Isaiah 58:5-12  “You shall call, and the Lord will answer.” 
 

People of faith are in a powerful partnership with God. The prophet Isaiah tells us that God will have our back if we 
are bold to intervene where people suffer. 

Isaiah recognized that the world needs strong correction and that people are often weak in the face of the challenge. 
He described that in the face of trouble, the people bow down and lie in mourning, rather than standing up and resisting 
what’s wrong. Isaiah chides them and calls them forth, asking, is not the fast I choose to loose the bonds of injustice … 
to let the oppressed go free? 

The great teachers and leaders of the Bible model spiritual practices of prayer and fasting and they also lead us into 
action: share your bread, bring the homeless into your house, cover the naked! If you do these things, then your light 
shall break forth like the dawn and your healing shall spring up, you shall cry for help and the Lord will say, Here I 
am. Isaiah describes a partnership between God and the people. God will do God’s part if we do ours. In times of injus-
tice, our part is to offer mercy to people who are suffering, and to cry out for relief from oppression. 

Mercy leads to justice. If we are kind, generous, and compassionate, sharing what we have, tending the needs 
of those around us, then God will hear our prayers, make our bones strong and water our parched places. 

Mercy leads churches near Universities to prepare to provide safe space for students whose presence in this 
country may be threatened by new travel bans and immigration enforcement.  

Mercy leads Christian women to wear head scarves in 
solidarity with Muslim women who are persecuted for doing 
so.  

Mercy leads Japanese Americans to remember their in-
ternment during World War II and to support Muslims, who 
are targeted with persecution and exclusion. 

If you feel defeated at this time in our nation’s history, 
get up! ACT YOUR FAITH! Help somebody. Listen to peo-
ple you don’t agree with. Meet a Muslim or a Jew or an un-
documented immigrant. Wear a head scarf. If you enter the 
pain of others, and cry out to God for help, God will answer 
and you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restor-
er of streets to live in. 
 
Prayer: God, show us our neighbors who live in fear: chil-
dren whose water is poison; people whose jobs have moved 
overseas, whose health care is in jeopardy; young people exploit-
ed as sex slaves, undocumented immigrant neighbors. Make our 
bones strong to stand for justice until your Kingdom comes. Amen 
 

Bishop Elaine JW Stanovsky, Greater Northwest Area 
 

The Messenger 
www.portorchardumc.org 

Holy Week 
 

Palm Sunday, April 9 -  9:30 am  
Procession of the palms 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 13 - 6 pm 
Worship in the midst of potluck supper 
 

Good Friday, April 14- noon-9 pm 
Stations of the Cross.  Come any time during the 
day and move at your own pace. 
 

Easter Morning, April 16 - 9:30 am 
Resurrection worship with glorious music  
Breakfast served -  8:30 and 10:30 am 

http://pnwumc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96eb8c46eb31229bd1ebf97ce&id=8b9fd7cc32&e=5a3a1e9b80
http://pnwumc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96eb8c46eb31229bd1ebf97ce&id=8b9fd7cc32&e=5a3a1e9b80
http://pnwumc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96eb8c46eb31229bd1ebf97ce&id=8b9fd7cc32&e=5a3a1e9b80
http://pnwumc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=96eb8c46eb31229bd1ebf97ce&id=9141db65bc&e=5a3a1e9b80
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Getting to Know You:  Carol and Steve Wilt 

 You probably won’t see Carol and Steve  
Wilt in their usual places during worship for 
the next few weeks.  That’s because they are 
headed to Arizona in March to enjoy some 
Mariner’s Spring Training. One of the joys of 
retirement is having time to enjoy special 
times like these. When they get back you 
may want to ask what they think of this 
year’s  chances for a good Mariners season! 
 Carol grew up in the SeaTac area near 
South Center. She married, had three chil-
dren and worked as a para-educator. She was 
determined to graduate from college before 
her children and with hard work she earned her teaching 
degree to meet that goal. She taught elementary grades in 
the Federal Way School district for 16 years. 
 Steve grew up in Redondo Beach, California. After 
high school he joined the navy and spent the next 28 years 
serving all over the world in places like Viet Nam, 
Greece, Spain, South Carolina and finally at Bangor. He 
taught ROTC at Shelton High School and worked for the 
GSA (General Services Administration) for 16 years until 
retirement last spring. 
 A few year back as life would have it Carol and Steve 
were both single again. Carol’s son and Steve’s daughter 
encouraged them to try eHarmony.  That’s how they met. 
They have been married eight years.  
 During her years teaching in Federal Way schools 
Carol worked with students from many backgrounds that 
spoke many languages. She used those teaching experi-

ences and skills to teach English as a second 
language with the KACE program when it 
was housed at POUMC.  Now she is helping 
the mother of one of the students in the Sam-
my’s Place tutoring program learn to speak 
English. This is a great addition to the pro-
gram we already have working with middle 
school students on Wednesday afternoons. 
 Carol is not really retired as she does 
a little substitute teaching in South Kitsap 
schools but sets her own schedule. Now that 
they have more free time Carol and Steve 
have been doing some volunteer work. They 

both volunteer with the Salvation Army and the Food 
Bank. Steve is active in the Masonic Lodge and especially 
enjoys working with the Rainbow Girls, a Masonic youth 
service organization. He also plans to help as needed with 
the Severe Weather Shelter here at the church. 

Steve has one daughter and Carol has two daughters 
and one son. Together they have eight grandchildren be-
tween the ages of 3 and 16.  All of them are involved in 
sports. Carol and Steve try to get to as many sporting 
events for each grandchild as they can during the year. 
That keeps their calendar filled.  They also like to attend 
Seahawk and Mariners’ games. 

Our Mission and Goals 
 

The United Methodist Church mission:  to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
Port Orchard United Methodist Church vision:  to reach out, inspire, and serve for Christ 

 
3-5 year goals, beginning fall of 2015, in categories designated by the Conference 

New Disciple-Making Initiatives 

 We understand that personal invitations matter more than mass mailings and big signs, but we need training in how 
to speak our faith and invite others to come participate where we find meaning and community.  Minor efforts have 
been made through preaching and newsletter articles.  Much more is needed. 

 Explore a new worship option at an alternate time of day and day of week, thinking of those who do shift work, trav-
el weekends, or for some reason cannot/choose not to come Sunday morning.  Look & See Worship is underway, but 
lacks support from the congregation to form a welcoming community. 

Mission Field Engagement Initiatives 

 Tutoring/mentoring Cedar Heights Middle School students and offering family support, and an invitation to stay for 
our Youth Group.    Sammy’s Place is currently serving 14 students, 4 of whom began with us last year and now 
come of their own initiative from the High School 

 Identifying and wearable “signs” that indicate the Port Orchard UMC persons are staffing the current ministry event.  
Aprons for event workers to wear, church T-shirts, and most recently new A—frame signs have been purchased. 

 Severe Weather Shelter, directed by the Department of Emergency Management, and provided for by many area 
churches, is underway and succeeding in providing needed services. 



PAGE 3 MARCH APRIL 2017  

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength. The second is this: 
Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no 
commandment greater than these.” - 
Mark 12: 30-31 
 The 

youth group is embracing and focusing on this scripture this year by helping and caring 
for all our neighbors. They are focusing on our local community, our national community 
and our global community. 

They have already started helping in our own community by participating in the 
Souper Bowl of Caring. This event took place over Super Bowl Sunday and benefited 
Helpline Food Bank. Thanks to your generous donations our church collected over 220 
items of food and $129 cash. Our donations were added to 5,710 other groups around the 
nation for a total $8,135,716 in cash and food items. 100% of donations 
were given to charities in the group’s local communities.  Our youth 
group has also been helping the local community by working at Family 
Kitchen. A few dedicated youths have been helping at Family Kitchen 
every month since this past summer. One Wednesday night the youth 
made cookies while learning about love and the many ways we show and 
express love. After decorating the cookies, the youth shared some with 
the Men’s Grief Support Group and with the volunteers and guests of the 
Severe Weather Shelter. 

The youth group is also planning ways to help people nationally. They have decided to go 
to Cortez, CO on their mission trip this summer. They will be participating with Youthworks, a faith 
based organization dedicated to helping others. They will be spending the week in Cortez helping 
the locals with small work projects and with a summer day camp for the local children.  They will be leaving June 30 
and returning July 10, 2017. To make this trip happen the youth will be having fundraisers. The Red Envelope fundraiser 
will be happening in March. The way this fundraiser works is there will be a table of red envelopes with numbers written 
on the outside. You pick up an envelope and return it filled with the amount of money that is written on the outside. The 
youth will also be doing some work parties when the weather gets better. So, if you have small projects that you would 
like some help with please contact Katie to arrange a date for the youth to come help. 

The youth would also like to help people globally, so have decided to participate in the World Vision 30 Hour 
Famine and partnering with UPS students in collecting UMCOR School Kits. The 30 Hour Famine is a great opportunity 
for the youth to raise money to help starving children around the world and experience what it is like to go 30 hours 
without eating. The youth are looking at having their famine toward the end of April or early May this year. The last 
newsletter talked about the UMCOR Kits happening in February. Unfortunately, the event has been postponed due to 
some scheduling conflicts with the UPS students. It is going to be rescheduled so stay tuned for new dates. 

All teenagers in 6th grade through 12th grade are welcome at youth group.  The youth meet downstairs at the 
church Wednesday nights from 6:30-8pm. If you are an adult who might like to help with a youth group event or with 
youth Sunday school, please contact Katie. If you have any questions, please call Katie Aosved at 253-678-3968 or e-
mail her at kmaosved@gmail.com. 

Health & Senior Resource Fair 

March 4 

9am to 2 pm 

Port Orchard United Methodist Church 

 
Speaker Topics 

  9:45  Red Cross Emergency Home Preparedness 

10:30 When to Move 

11:15 Diabetes Management 

12:00 Elder Law Legal issues 

 

The Youth News 



Online Giving! 

Port Orchard UMC is excited to announce that you 

can now manage your giving online! POUMC is using 

the, well known and trusted Vanco Services  for online 

gifts. Giving online is easy and allows you to set up 

automatic recurring contributions and view your com-

plete online giving history from anywhere you have 

access to the Internet. Simply follow these easy steps: 

1. Visit the church website at 
 portorchardumc.org 

2. Click on the Giving button, 
3. Click on the Launch Donation button, then  
Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online 

profile and to schedule your recurring contributions. 
If you prefer to text your offerings, make sure you to 

opt in to send text donations when you create your online 
profile. You will receive a confirmation text and email with 
instructions on how to text donations once you opt in. 
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Iman Jamal Rahman, Pastor Dave Brown and Rabbi Ted Falcon 

 

Pacific NW Interfaith Amigos 
 

“Interfaith Dialogue for Challenging Times:” 
Saturday, March 11            2 pm 

Bremerton United Methodist Church 
1150 Marine Drive 

Bremerton, WA 
Free will offering taken 

 Many people are in the habit of “giving something up 
for Lent,” often an item like chocolate or dessert. While 
the calories are fewer for the faithful, often such disci-
pline does little to transform lives. Besides, “giving up” 
these things often leave people dour and cranky, gateways 
into sins other than gluttony.  
 Instead of or in addition to “giving up”, “take up” 
something more transformative, like the daily reading of 
scripture, involvement in a one of the study groups—or at 
least reading one of the books the groups are reading, and 
participation in weekly worship and the extra worship 
opportunities.  
 By infusing our lives with the reading of the Bible, 
Christian conversation, and six consecutive  
weeks of worship, we can truly honor Christ and seek a 
deeper faith experience during Lent. 
 

Classes & Reading Opportunities 
 

The Last Week by Marcus Borg & John Dominic Cros-
san.  [books available at church] 
Mondays, March 6 - April 10 ... 2pm with Pastor Shirley  
 

Life Attitudes (on the Beattitudes) by Robert Warren and 
Sue Mayfield. [books available at church] 
Wednesdays, March 8 - April 12 ... 6:30pm with Terry 
Reddick & Rev. Dr. Bob.  
 

The Pleasure of God by J. Ellsworth Kalas.  
 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of each month  ...  1 pm  

with Pastor Shirley. [books vavailable at church] 
 

24 Hours that Changed the World by Adam Hamilton 
Wednesdays ...7 pm, March 8 & 22, April 12  
contact Caro l Cassedy for location [order your own book, 
chapter copies provided until your book arrives.]  
 

Fear of the Other by William H. Willimon.  
Saturdays, March 11 - April 8 ...10:30am  
with Pastor Shirley. [order your own book, chapter copies 
provided until your book arrives; ask at the office] 

 

 
Additional Worship Opportunities 

 
Ash Wednesday, March 1, 7 pm, Service of song, prayer, 
and the imposition of ashes. 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 13, 6 pm, Worship in the midst 
of potluck supper, with handwashing, music, and remem-
bering the story of Jesus’ last supper with his disciples, 
including Holy Communion. 
 

Good Friday, April 14, noon-9 pm, Stations of the Cross.  
At each of 14 prayer stations you will find instructions to 
help you reflect and pray about the events of Jesus’ arrest, 
trial, walk to the cross, and crucifixion.  Come any time 
during the day, and move at your own pace. 

Giving Up or Taking Up-- During Lent 



 The UMM will have their next monthly breakfast 
meeting on March 26 at 7:30 am. All men are invited to 
come enjoy the company and a delicious meal.  No advance 
reservation necessary.  
 

The UMM invites everyone to enjoy 
EASTER BREAKFAST 

8:30 am and after worship at 10:30 am 
 

Come join us for breakfast prepared by the United Method-
ist Men. Donations will benefit our church and missions. 
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Pagemasters 
 Pagemasters invites you to 
join them at noon on March 
24th at Everybodys on Mile 
Hill. The book that will be 
discussed in March is 
“Sibblings” by Julie Lom-
bard. This is a first novel for this author. Books are 
available for purchase through Thelma Peterson. Con-
tact Thelma if you have questions. 

 A big thank you to all who contributed to our bake 
sale in February.  We raised $290 toward our mission 
work. 
 On February 27th, the women of Colby United Meth-
odist Church and the women of our church gathered here 
for The Day Prayer and Self Denial.  This annual time of 
sharing and spiritual reflection has been special for the 
women of both congregations for many years. We take 
turns hosting the event.  This year the Colby women pre-
sented the program and we provided the lunch.  If you 
were not able come this time, plan to come next year. 
You won’t regret it. 
 Are you ready for some hot Irish 

Stew on a cold March Sunday?  If you 
are, circle Sunday March 12th on your 
calendar.  Women in Mission will be 
serving their delicious Irish Stew after 
church at 10:30 in deVries Hall.  This is 
free but, donations are appreciated. You 
can take home some stew if you cannot 
stay. 

Dates to remember: 
March 12 Irish Stew lunch 
May 21 Bake sale after church. 
June 3 WIM Spring Luncheon at 12:00 in deVries 
 
 Women in Mission meets the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month at 10:00 AM in deVries Hall.  All women are 
welcome. Won’t you join us for fellowship, event plan-
ning and mission work? 

Women In Mission News 

United Methodist Men News 

New Group for Men  
 
 POUMC is now hosting a Men’s Grief and Loss 
group.  It meets at 6:30 pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednes-
days of every month up the stairs in the library. If you or 
someone you know has suffered a loss and is having diffi-
culty with it; please invite him to join us. Church member 
or not, we all suffer loss and need God’s healing.”  If you 
have questions, contact Eric Bowker at 360-990-0008. 

Coming Soon 

 
Hometown Band Spring Concert 

Friday May 12 

7:00 

At POUMC 

Special Guest Speaker Schedule 
 
 Some special guests are coming your way.  Plan to be 
present in worship and make these guest preachers feel 
welcome and appreciated.  You might even enjoy taking 
our guests to brunch! 
 
March 23-30 Pastor on vacation 
 March 26 Guest preacher, Rev. Cara Scriven, District 

Superintendent, Tacoma District 
April 23-May 7 Pastor  travels in Israel  
 April 23 Guest preacher, Megan Kilpatrick, District 

Lay Leader, Tacoma District 
 April 30 Guest preacher, Kristina Gonzalez, Director 

of Leadership for an Inclusive Church 
 May 7 Guest preacher, Nancy Tam Davis, Confer-

ence Lay Leader, PNW Conference 
May 22-30 Pastor on vacation 
 May 28 Guest preacher, Brian Nelson, Certified Lay 

Minister 
June 14-18 Pastor at Annual Conference, Portland, OR 
 June 18 Guest preacher, Rev. Dr. Bob Vahey 
 



Port Orchard United Methodist Church 

725 KITSAP STREET 

PORT ORCHARD WA 98366-5323 

360-876-3975 
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Dates to Remember 

Mar 1 Ash Wednesday Service  7 pm  
Mar 4  Health & Senior Resource Fair 9am –2pm 
Mar 12 Irish Stew lunch 10:30 am 
April 9 Palm Sunday procession of the palms 9:30 am 
Apr. 13 Maundy Thursday potluck/worship 6:30 pm 
Apr. 14 Good Friday Services Noon to 9 pm 
Apr .16 Easter Worship 9:30 am 
 Easter Breakfast 8:30 & 10:30 am 
May 12 Hometown Band Concert at POUMC 7 pm 
June 3 WIM Spring Luncheon noon 
 

Staff Contact Information 

 PHONE: 360-876-3975 

 FAX: 360-874-0924 

www.portorchardumc.org 

 

Office Hours: Monday –Thursday 9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 

Shirley DeLarme, Pastor 

 shirley.delarme@gmail.com 

 253-335-2612 (cell) 

Patty Novogradac, Administrator

 poumc@wavecable.com 
 

Prayer chain requests:   

email Shirley DeLarme:   shirley.delarme@gmail.com 

email Patty Novogradac:      poumc@wavecable.com 

or call the church office                       360-876-3975 
 

Sunday Church Schedule 
 

8:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. Worship 

 Sunday School for children and youth 

10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time 
 

Messenger Editors: Cal and Jackie Kendall   

kendall.ck@wavecable.com    360-769-4088 


